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Abstract 
The purpose of this research is to investigate epistemological belief in university students in terms of several variables such as 
faculty type, department, class level, family education statues, world views, newspaper types, reading habits. The sample of 
research consists of 321 university students several departments at two faculty of Usak university. In study, findings show that 
there are significance differences between epistemological beliefs of university students and their faculties, departments, family 
education statues, religiousity levels, and  reading book habits. 
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1. Introduction 
Knowledge is factual  globally has effects  with its appearence, development and spread. Epistemogy studies the 
nature, sources, boundaries, conceptual components and justification of knowledge from mankinds (Buehl & 
Alexander, 2005; Bishops & Trout, 2005; Baç, 2007; Muis, 2004; Kornblith, 2006; Eflin, 2003). Belief systems 
individuals have adopted relating to attributes expressed represents epistemological beliefs about knowledge and 
learning ( Duell & Schommer-Aikins, 2001; Schommer, 1998).  
Studies relating to epistemological beliefs start with the appearence of  epistemological beliefs and effects in 
university students by Perry (Duell & Schommer- Aikins, 2001). With the following studies,  many researcher have 
tried to determine what factors affecting epsitemological beliefs. Studies shows that epistemological beliefs are 
associated with  problem solving, thinking and learning (Schommer, 1998), akademic performans (Schommer, 
1993; Muis, 2004; Buehl & Alexander, 2005; Ricco, Pierce & Medinilla, 2010; Topcu & Yilmaz-Tuzun, 2009), 
active engagement, determination in difficult Works, understanding written materials and coping with complex 
issues (Schommer, 1994; Silverman, 2007), desire for argumentation (Schommer-Aikins & Easter, 2009), 
communication about complex situations and fostering education (Schommer-Aikins & Hutter, 2002), students 
attitudes toward school (Schommer & Walker, 1997), teacher’s activities for courses (Hofer, 2002), learning 
environments (Elen & Clarebout, 1999), people for identity style and world views (Caputi & Oades, 2001), 
educational Technologies (Tezci & Uysal, 2004; Dikx, Kielbaso & Smith, 2004), teachers for self efficacy 
perceptions and beliefs (Izgar & Dilmaç, 2008; Gurol, Altinbas & Karaaslan, 2010), students anxieties for 
mathematics (Delice et al, 2009).   
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2. Epistemological beliefs 
According to Olafson, Schraw & Veldt (2010), epistemological beliefs include spesific beliefs about knowledge 
dimensions such as the certainty, simplicity, source and justification of knowledge. People have differences  in 
epistemological beliefs about knowledge and learning in terms of environment they live and paradigms they have. In 
positivist paradigm, although  Knowledge is simply, single true, certain and constructed by authorities in beliefs 
about the nature, source, structure and boundaries of knowledge, in post positivist paradigms and movements, 
knowledge is complex, multiple 
affect on their cognitive developments as long as man interact with knowledge and learning. Moreover, it guides to 
cope with complex, contradictory and  misleading knowledge individuals help to think dialectically (Schommer, 
1998).  
Many educational researchers uncovered sub-dimensions relating the knowledge and learning of nature in 
-dimesions include; a) 
the source of knowledge b) the structure of knowledge c) the stability of knowledge d) the speed of learning e) the 
control of learning. However, in factor analysis, belief dimensions was classificated as simply knowledge, quick 
learning, certain knowledge, authority wisdom. Buehl (2003), described epistemological beliefs in terms of the 
structure of knowledge (simplicity or complexity), the stability of knowledge ( changing from one to another one), 
the source of knowledge (authority or experience), the nature of knowledge (quickly or gradually), the ability of 
learning ( innate or effort in times) (Cited by Buehl & Alexander, 2005). Addition, Ordonez, Ponsoda, Abat & 
Romero (2009) proposed new test (EQBBI) in measurement of epistemological beliefs integrating and expanding 
epistemological questionaires. Test scores obtained from EQEBI test analyze psychometric attributes. A scale was 
developed for each of five sub dimensions. 
Model 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this research is to investigate epistemological belief of university students in terms of 
several variables such as faculty type, department, class level, family education statues, world views, newspaper 
types, reading habits. 
 
Procedure and study group 
 
This research is designed in relationship model examining epistemological beliefs in terms of  relation among some 
variables. In order to determine epistemological beliefs of university students an Epistemological Beliefs 
Questionaire developed by Schommer (1990) and made validity and reliability by Deryakulu and Buyukozturk was 
utilized in this study.  Research study group consists of 321 students chosen randomly from several departmens such 
as: Mathematics, Geography, History, Turkish Language and Literature, Primary Mathematics Teaching, Turkish 
Teaching, Primary Education Teaching, Social Studies Teaching, Science Teaching at Faculty of Art and Science 
and Education departments at University of Usak.  
Findings 
 
There is significant 
and students in Art- Literature department (t(295,2)= -2.200; p<.05). Students beliefs on the existence of only 
truth  at the faculty of Art-Literature (X=3.23) are more than those of at the faculty of Education (X= 3.05).  
There is significant difference between stud
Language and Literature and students at Primary Education Teaching department (F(8-312)= 2.602, p<.05). 
beliefs that learning depending on effort  at department of Turkish Language and Literature (X=4.26) are 
more than those of students at department of Primary Education Teaching (X= 3.44).  
 
t difference in epistemological beliefs of university students in terms of  the levels of class 
(p>.05).  
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belief that learning depending on ability There is significant difference between students whose 
mother has secondary school graduation and students whose mother has primary education graduation (F(4-316)= 
2.611, p<.05). Students whose mother has secondary education graduation (X=2.97) are more than those of students 
whose mother has primary education graduation in terms of their belief that learning depending on ability (X=2.63).  
Addition, in Product-moment correlation coefficient, there is significant 
rises, students  that learning depending on ability increase.  
 
There t difference between epistemological beliefs of university students in terms of their father  
educational level (p>.05).  
 
Table 1: Correlations between epistemological beliefs and religiousity levels  
  Religiousity 1 2 3 
Religiousity  Pearson Correlation 1    
Sig. (2-tailed)     
N 317    
The belief that learning 
depending on effort 
Pearson Correlation ,094 1   
Sig. (2-tailed) ,095    
N 317 321   
The belief that learning 
depending on ability 
Pearson Correlation ,042 -,171** 1  
Sig. (2-tailed) ,451 ,002   
N 317 321 321  
The beliefs on the existence of 
only truth 
Pearson Correlation 
,117* ,228** ,397** 1 
Sig. (2-tailed) ,037 ,000 ,000  
N 317 321 321 321 
 
 As it is seen in Table 1, there is significant The beliefs on the existence of only 
truth
The beliefs on the existence of only truth increases. The findings show that there is significant and negative 
-
learning depending on ability decrease. 
 
The findings show that there is significant 
The beliefs on the existence of only truth
beliefs on the existence of only truth increase. Additionally, the findings show that there is 
significant 
exists increase.  
 
significant difference in epistemological beliefs of university students in 
terms of the type of newspaper that they are reading  (p>.05). There is significant difference in students  
learning depending on effort in terms of their reading book habits (F(3-314)=2.828, p<.05). Students who read 
books once in a month (X=4.07) give more importance  than those of students who read books once in a year in 
terms of their belief that learning depending on effort  (X=3.69).  
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Results and Discussion  
 
     The findings show that beliefs on the existence of only truth at the faculty of Art-Literature more than 
those of at the faculty of Education in terms of the beliefs on the existence of only truth 
classification, among academic domains, departments are more pure and applied academic discipline students take 
courses and units at the faculty of  art-literature (By cited. Schommer-Aikins & Barker, 2002). As departments at 
faculty of education are soft academic disciplines, it may be said that students give more importance to the belief 
that one true exists. At faculty of education, it may be said that this situation 
possibility of multiple true through vocational and pegagogic knowledge. 
   The findings show that at department of Turkish Language and Literature, according to the beliefs that learning 
depending on effort  students give more importance than those of students at department of Primary education 
teaching. This situation leads us to think that Turkish Language and Literature department as pure academic 
discipline among social sciences is ill structured and complex (Schommer & Walker, 1995).   
   The findings show that there  significant difference in epistemological beliefs of university students in 
terms of the level of class. As students have experience along with university years, it is seen there is difference in 
group.  
    ological beliefs of university students in terms of 
family educa t any significant difference in t  there is 
significant difference between students whose mother has secondary and primary educational levels. In another 
studies, it has been seen that family educational status have effect on epistemological beliefs (Brabander & 
Rozendaal, 2007; Topcu & Yilmaz-Tuzun, 2009). 
    The findings emological beliefs of university students in 
terms of reading book habits. Students who read a book once in a time give more importance than those of students 
who read a book once in a year in terms of beliefs that learning depending on effort Brabender & Rozendaal (2007) 
found that reading book habits, as associated indirectly with life style, has effect on epistemological beliefs.  
    
Suggestions  
 
According to the findings of this research, it was found that there are significant differences in epistemological 
beliefs of university students among variables groups. We examined  that 
they are reading, world views and reading book habits as well as variables such as family education status. For 
future studie  
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